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VETERANS REMEMBERED
Betty Courier, representing Silver Cross Moth-
ers, and Art Beevers of the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 230 in Ridgeway carry a memo-
rial marker to the foot of the Ridgeway war me-
morial during Remembrance Day ceremonies.
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The efforts of the Greater Fort Erie
Business Development Centre
(BDC) were commended by Kim
Craitor, MPP Niagara Falls, in a De-
cember 4 address to the Ontario
Legislative Assembly during its regu-
lar session. Explaining how the gov-
ernment-f unded
to help promote small business, en-
trepreneurship and economic devel-
opment in the town of Fort Erie, Crai-
tor appl auded
shipo of t he

Helen McCreadie and Self Employ-
ment Program Coordinator Marc
Aguilina who offer counseling semi-
nars, business development plans,
business loans, and government-
sponsored self-employment pro-
grams. While many businesses falil

centreo

during the first year after hanging
out the shingle, Craitor praised the
support and mentorship of the Fort
Erie BDC with financial support of
OSEB who can
boast |wuraival
rate of new busi-
hess istarts (at)
over 85%, with
73% still in busi-
ness in their fourth

MPP Kim Craitor

deserve the thanks and congratula-
tions of a grateful community and

Gala Fundraising Auction Draws Record Crowds

It was standing-roomonly Peni nsul a
tioneer Doug Embleton at
Cotheimedmr. c e 6 s

at the Greater Fort Erie
Chamber of
3rd Annual Gala Auction

Auc

the yeaapaliilTdhi s eadet+ruly
B D C 6 sessQdtef andctieese bhe mdivideals

held on Friday, Nov. 21 at
the Holiday Inn Fort Erie.

With a sell-out crowd, the
annual fundraising auction
was a deemed a rousing
success.

Gala go-ers were treated
to a delicious dinner buf-
fet, followed by a live auc-
tion with Niagara & Bruce

The audience took home
great buys including art-
work, advertising space,
restaurant gift certificates,
weekend getaways, jew-
elry, golf packages, cloth-
ing, winery tours, Buffalo
Sabre tickets, spirits, cos-
metic laser surgery certifi-
cates, spa treatments,
professional service
vouchers, an airplane ride
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AUCTION IN FULL SWING

province, and this
Craitor.
fi | want to say thank
Development Centre of Greater Fort
Eri e, for a job wel!l
over Niagara Falls, and
much more d generously
donated by local busi-
nesses who helped to sup-
port the Chamber

to award scholarships to
students who wish to pur-
sue post-secondary educa-
tion but require financial
assistance. More informa-
tion about the application
process will be forthcoming
in the new year.

More pictures on page 6
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A Message from the Chamber President

As the holidays approach and the
year draws to a close it seems a
fitting time to reflect on the past 12
months of the calendar year.

Business activity within the town,
world events, and indeed, even our
own personal lives are a living dy-
namic that, despite our best efforts,
can unravel before us, causing in-
security and indecision. With no
crystal ball in hand to help guide us
through conflicts and economic
uncertainty, we must remember to
stay focused on the positive, know-
ing that we usually emerge stronger
and smarter for the struggles we
face. Remember
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you

tion. The Greater Fort Erie Cham-
ber is proud to stand behind your
efforts and is a willing business
partner available to help promote
your business and drive our
achievements home.

For the rookies on the Board of Di-
rectors, the past nine months have
been a whirlwind learning curve and
we are thankful for the guidance
and experience that our veteran
counterparts have provided. To-
get her wedve
toward improving our level of advo-
cacy, increasing memberships and
providing a solid foundation from
whicle to @dgsist iour busisess| carn-
munity. We look to the new year as
a platform to continue to develop
relationships, strategize to over-

Kim Zanko

come obstacles, and celebrate the
many successes that await. As your
AVoice of
Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce
hopes to enhance your entrepre-

ma d eneugal SRif bys enfichipge your

membership experience, continuing
to provide business opportunities,
representation, promotion, educa-
tion and value-added

networking opportuni-

ties that best serve

your needs.

Partnership Offers Fixed Rates!

As a member of the Greater Fort Erie
Chamber of Commerce you are enti-
tled to the very best in Point of Sale
equipment. First Data/TD Merchant
Services and your local Chamber have
partnered up to provide a great means
of accepting debit and credit cards.

The rates are Visa 1.68% (plus as-
sessment fee of 0.06%), MasterCard
1.79% and Debit at $0.09. These rates
are fixed and are under a three-year

contract. There is no application fee,
no installation fee, no monthly fees, no
additional authorization fees and no
hidden fees. Plus you can deposit to
the bank account of your choice.

The equipment is installed by certified
TD installers with a guaranteed 4-hour
response time for maintenance which
is already included in your monthly
machine rental. Call Sandra Fascinato
for your free consultation. 905-333-
0691.
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Have a Hoppy
and

Safe Holiday

Season!
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BUSINESS AFTER FIVETwo Events in TwoWeeks!
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GREATER FORT ERIE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE HOSTS NOVEMBER BUSINESS AFTER FIVE
Manager Helen McCreadie (far right), addressed a roomful of Chamber members and guests at the BA5 at the Jarvis Street location.
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RIDGEWAYS RESTAURANT BA5 RAISES THE ROOF
Members were well-fed, networked, and laden with many door prize
wins at the December Member Appreciation Business After Five held

on Thursday, December 4th. Thanks to all who donated canned
goods to help the needy at COPEO6s food pantry this holiday season



