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In a move to save the Fort Erie 

Race Track, the Fort Erie Eco-

nomic Development & Tourism 

Corporation has proposed an 

offer to purchase the 111-year-

old track to its current owners, 

Nordic Gaming and El-Ad 

(Canada).  The site would then 

be run similar to Woodbine 

Racetrack operations ð as a 

not-for-profit organization.   

At a press conference held 

January 20, EDTC general 

manager Jim Thibert explained 

the plan required  the provincial 

government to underwrite a $35

-million loan , using the property 

as collateral, and to provide a 

$3.2-million down payment by 

noon on January 26. Despite 

the  deadline having come and 

gone, word received in a letter 

to the EDTC from Ontarioôs min-

ister of energy and infra-

structure. George Smither-
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RACETRACK PRESS CONFERENCE WELL ATTENDED  

Kim Zanko, president of the Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 

Commerce, and Jim Thibert, general manager of the EDTC, 

were on hand to offer comments about the potential impact 

and ripple effect the racetrackôs potential closure could have 

on the  local, regional, provincial and federal economies. 

man holds promise that the 

deal is still a very real possi-

bility. Referring to the pro-

posal as ñcreative and hav-

ing meritò he said there were 

some concerns about a few 

conditions in the proposal 

which require further 

ñrefinement or revisionò. 

Thibert is optimistic that live 

racing at Fort Erie will con-

tinue. ñThis is of course a 

very complex issue and it is 

further complicated by the 

provinceôs need to deal with 

a long-term solution to the 

horseracing industry of On-

tario,ò he said. (contôd pg. 6) 

FIRST A RALLY, THEN A PRESS CONFERENCE  

More than 100 people braved a cold and snowy January 15 to  

show their support of the Fort Erie Racetrack and to voice their 

concerns that the provincial government is not committed to sav-

ing live racing. 

ATTENTION MEMBERS:  

Please review your business 

listing in the Memberôs Direc-

tory of our website to ensure  

your information is correct as 

this will be the source of de-

tails for the 2009 directory.  

Changes & member dues 

must be received at the 

Chamber by March 15!  

As part of your membership 

benefits, the Membership & 

Buyerôs Guide offers free 

membership listings. Addi-

tional advertising space is 

available for purchase.  

Expect an updated look in this 

much-anticipated publication 

to be delivered to Greater Fort 

Erie homes in April 2009. 
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With a month of the new 

year already crossed off 

the calendar, we look 

ahead to the future with a 

spring-time optimism that 

the economy will stabilize 

ahead of schedule, thus 

minimizing the impact to  

our business community.  

The Greater Fort Erie 

Chamber of Commerce  

looks to the months 

ahead as a springboard 

to grow, listen, improve, 

and promote the busi-

nesses and professional 

development of our mem-

bers. To that end I stress 

the importance of renew-

ing your memberships 

and making a point to 

attend at least some of 

the Chamber functions 

offered. It is through net-

working, brainstorming, 

and voicing your opinion 

that allows your Chamber 

of Commerce to grow 

with you and meet your 

expectations. 

There will be much more 

information about our 

Travel Initiative (WHTI) 

only the following docu-

ments will be permissi-

ble: 

NEXUS CARD: The 

trusted traveler card for 

pre-approved, low-risk 

travelers with dedicated 

commuter lanes, expe-

dited marine reporting 

and access to NEXUS 

kiosks at designated Ca-

nadian airports. Cost is 

$50 US and card is valid 

for five years. Application 

can be made on-line at 

www.cbp.gov.  

PASSPORT: For all in-

ternational travel. US 

Passports cost $100 (age 

16+) and are valid for 10 

years and $85 (under 16 

years) and valid for five 

Four months from now 

U.S and Canadian citi-

zens will no longer be 

able to cross the Niagara 

River to enter the USA by 

simply showing a regular 

driverôs license and one 

other piece of govern-

ment-issued identifica-

tion. Beginning June 1, 

2009, in accordance with 

the Western Hemisphere 

Are You Ready to Cross the Border on June 1, 2009? 

 A Message from the Chamber President 

Kim Zanko  

upcoming events, includ-

ing the AGM, ô09 Mem-

bership Directory, IWD 

events, etc. in e-blasts 

and monthly newsletters. 

Stay informed and stay in 

touch with us! 

years. For information go 

to www.travel.state.gov 

Canadian Passports cost 

$87 (age 16+) and $37 

(ages 3-12) and are valid 

for five years; passports 

are $22 (under age three) 

and valid for three years. 

For more information go to 

www.passportcanada.gc.ca. 
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 ñ...we look ahead 

to the future with 

a spring -time  

optimismò 


