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It was a full house at Spar-

row Lakes Golf Course in 

Welland yesterday with 

more than 200 people in 

attendance at the Mayors 

of South Niagara Lunch-

eon, presented by the Wel-

land-Pelham, Port Col-

borne-Wainf leet, and 

Greater Fort Erie Cham-

bers of Commerce. 

Revitalization of downtown 

cores, growing agriculture, 

connecting Niagaraôs 

transportation routes, and 

stimulus funding projects 

were among the topics of 

discussion as mayors of 

Fort Erie, Welland, Port 

Colborne, Wainfleet, and 

Pelham joined forces to 

outline how working to-

gether has helped secure 

huge upper-tier govern-

ment investments which 

are assisting 

job creation 

and develop-

ing South 

Niagaraôs 

e c o n o m i c 

future.  

Fort Erie 

Mayor Doug Martin  said 

that despite the geographic 

challenges to developing 

inter-municipal transit ser-

vices, building roads and 

bridges, that progress is 

being made to connect 

Southern Niagara, citing 

the 406 South expansion, 

widening of Regional Road 

20 and OôReillyôs Bridge 

replacement.  He said that 

a major focus of the region 

is to secure funding and 

provide transit for all of 

Niagara, saying that being 

connected through inter-

municipal transit will help 

to attract ñdevelopment 

from around the world.ò  

ñWe at the region and par-

ticularly for us in the south, 

see this as a vital transpor-

tation link,ò he said. 

Pelham Mayor Dave Au-

gustyn spoke about revi-

talization projects which 

include $5.9 million ear-

marked for the reconstruc-

tion of Ridge Road, $4.5 

million for Garrison Road, 

and improvements to Font-

hill, Welland and Wain-

fleetôs downtown cores. 

Mayor Barbara Henderson 

of Wainfleet described en-

hancements to Niagaraôs 

agriculture industry and 

special focus on locally 

produced food through the 

Good Food Box program 

to make ñfresh produce 

accessible to everyone at 

reasonable pricesò.  

Mayor Damian Goulbourne  

pointed to the more than 

$62-million of stimulus 

fund investments in the 

southern tier, including  

$20-million for French-

manôs Creek, $22-million 

for Port Colborneôs waste-

water treatment plant and 

$40-million for Niagara 

Collegeôs new health build-

ing. He credits cooperation 

from all levels of govern-

ment, alignment of goals, 

strategic thinking, and 

ñshovel-ready projectsò as 

contributing to a new econ-

omy and new job opportu-

nities. 

Port Colborne Mayor 

Vance Badawey echoed 

the sentiments of coopera-

tive partnerships as a vital 
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The Voice of Business  

Your  

Chamber 

was there! 

element to  push ñSouth 

Niagara forward, diversify 

our economy, and be the 

gateway to a new econ-

omyò, citing that the Region 

is addressing efforts to 

develop significant transpor-

tation infrastructure for 

roads, rail, marine, and air 

to facilitate fast and efficient 

trade and movement of peo-

ple. 
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The old adage ñthe faster I 

go the behinder I getò seems 

to convey my dismay at how 

quickly time is flying by.  

Despite great intentions and 

positive New Yearôs resolu-

tions, I find myself grappling 

to keep pace with a very 

hectic business and per-

sonal agenda. Iôm sure I am 

in good company with many 

business owners and man-

agers  who canôt believe we 

are a third of the way 

through the first quarter of 

the year.  

Time will continue to march 

forward at breakneck speed. 

Being informed and pre-

pared to face the challenges 

ahead is the first step in 

being able to cope with the 

many challenges and obsta-

cles that lay ahead. 

In its mission to serve the 

business community, the 

Greater Fort Erie Chamber 

of Commerce, should be a 

vital and important part of 

your business strategy. 

There are many opportuni-

ties to become grounded, 

educated, informed, and 

socially networked with 

other business owners 

throughout the community 

who  are facing similar chal-

lenges and can reap re-

wards from being updated 

by professional representa-

tion on countless issues. 

A case in point ð our Janu-

ary Lunch and Learn with 

TD Financial expert Dina 

Cover. If you didnôt attend, 

you missed your first oppor-

tunity to stay involved with 

the Chamber and to be up-

dated on the state of econ-

omy. Cover provided a very 

informative overview of 

where we stand and where 

we can expect to go in the 

coming year. The good 

news is there is a promise of 

a slow and steady recovery 

on the horizon. 

The Regional May-

ors Luncheon 

held on Thurs-

day, Feb. 4 

was yet an-

other oppor-

tunity to be-

come engaged, 

involved and 

educated as the five 

mayors of the southern 

tier gathered to a large re-

gional audience in Wel-

land to discuss the re-

gional climate and chal-

lenges ahead.  

This brings us to yet 

another opportunity to 

join with your local 

Chamber to learn tech-

niques to help in your 

private and professional 

life. Be sure not to miss 

our next Lunch and 

Learn on Thursday, 

Feb. 25 at the Holiday 

Inn Fort Erie to learn 

ñHow to Deal with 

Stress and Worryò with 

guest speakers Neil 

Thornton, of The Thorn-

ton Group/Dale Carne-

gie Business Group, 

and Sherry Campbell as 

guest speakers. It prom-

ises to be an informative 

and interactive session 

with many techniques 

and tools to assist you. 

As far as networking 

opportunities, members 

are always encouraged 

to attend our monthly 

Business After Five 

events. Kudos to the 

50+ members who at-

ñBeing informed and 

prepared to face the 

challenges ahead is the 

first step in being able 

to cope with the many 

challenges and 

obstacles that lay 

aheadò 

A Message from the Chamber President 

Photo by K. Audet 

Kimberly Zanko,  

P. Mines Customs Services Ltd 

tended a spectacular January 

BA5. Many thanks to Garrison 

Place Retirement Home for pro-

viding such wonderful refresh-

ments, entertainment, and fellow-

ship. The February event will be 

held on Thursday, February 18 at 

Staples Business Depot. Weôre 

looking forward to another great 

turn out for networking, door 

prizes, refreshments and Cham-

ber updates.  

Also in the works is our highly-

anticipated International Womenôs 

Day Networking Luncheon to be 

held on Friday, March 5 at Bridge-

water Country Club. Itôs a terrific 

way to network with others, enjoy 

a delicious lunch, shopping at the 

retail exhibitor booths and be in-

formed by holistic pharmacist 

Sherry Torkos as guest speaker. 

Tickets are $37 for Chamber 

members and $42 for non-

members and can be reserved by 

calling the Chamber office 905-

871-3803. 

 Business After Five  

Thursday, February 18  

5ï 7 p.m. 

Staples Business Depot  

310 Garrison Road, Fort Erie 
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Following a very success-

ful BA5 kickoff on January 

21, many of our members 

are ready to make plans 

for retiring and checking 

into Garrison Place Retire-

ment Residence, 373 Gar-

rison Road! As host of the 

first BA5 event of the year, 

Garrison Place went full 

out for our members, put-

ting out a delicious party 

spread, wine and 

cheese, musical enter-

tainment, goody bags, 

tours, and great fellow-

ship. The banquet room 

was filled as more than 

50 members gathered to 

enjoy networking, door 

prizes, refreshments, 

and Chamber updates. 

In addition, there were a 

number of brand new 

members on hand to re-

ceive their Membership 

Certificates and intro-

duce themselves to the 

audience.  

The next BA5 will be 

held at Staples Busi-

ness Depot, 310 Garri-

son Road, Fort Erie on 

Thursday, February 18 

from 5ð7 p.m. 

Come join us if 

you can!  
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