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Summer Fun at Business After Five

Crystal
Park was the place to be last
night as the Crystal Beach
Business Improvement Area
bosted @he monthly Business
After Five event.

Despite the constant
threat of downpours,
about 40 people gath-
ered at the pavilion to
introduce themselves to |
fellow Chamber mem-
bers, promote their busi-
nesses and talk about
upcoming events. In the |y
end the sun made anf %
appearance and mem-

bers enjoyed an evening

of food, fun, and friends. =

A terrific tool for social |3
networking, the BAS5
events also boast deli-
cious refreshments, lots
of door prizes, a 50/50

Fort Erie Protesters Rally for Hospital

Nearly 100 people, many
donned in the now familiar
iNOO y edhiitsp gath-t
ered in front of Douglas Me-
morial Hospital on Wednes-
day, July 15 to protest health
care cuts which will down-
grade Fort
department to an urgent care
centre in late September.

Inside the facility, officials
from the Niagara Health Sys-

Beachocs

Eri

draw, Chamber announce-
ments, and plaque presenta-
tions to our newest members.
The next BA5 will be hosted
by the Ridgeway BIA on

Thursday, August 20 with ex-
tended hours of 4i 7 p.m. at
The Beachcombers, 237
Ridge Road.

(More photos pg. 7)
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CHAMBER MEMBERS GATHER FOR BA5 FUN

tem conducted one of many
scheduled community infor-
mation session to explain the
details of the upcoming
changes and to field ques-
tions from the community.

Like Port Col
urgent care will be a 24-hour
centre, opened seven days a
week. It will be staffed by
two emergency-trained reg-
istered nurses who will treat

About 40 people packed the pavilion at Crystal Beach Water Front
Park last night to enjoy BA5 networking activities, and refreshments.

patients with non life-
threatening illness or injury.
Clerical support will be of-
fered 16 hours per day.
However serious emergency
and life-threatening cases
will forgo a stop at Fort Erie
and instead travel via ambu-
lance or car to full-service
emergency rooms in Niagara
Falls or Welland.

(Continued on Page 10)
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A Message from the Chamber Preside

Let ds
what we bargained for in the

weather department so far

this summer. We went into

the season with blind opti-

mism that two full months of

lazy, hazy, steamy days

were ours for the taking. His-

torically it has always been

this wayd counting on July

and at least part of August to

pacify us for the months of

blustery winter weather

wedbve endured.
less sunshiny days that are

humid enough to complain

about and lovely enough to

wish theyoll I
autumn. But this season just

hasnot panned

meteorological front.

Much the same can be said
about our current business

d me edii d n ¢plans. We know our com-

pany, our customers, and
products or services. There
is a proven track record of
sales peaks and lows. We
know what we have done to
maintain a steady flow of
income to see us through the
leaner months. But faced
with such uncertain eco-
nomic times, high unemploy-
ment rates, fluctuating cur-
rency rates, and new Ameri-
can passport laws, to name
a few of the roadblocks
wedve faced t
the face of getting, doing,

iand keeping business is

changing drastically.

Far from wanting to write a
column about doom, gloom
and lousy weather, | want to
simply remind our member-

ship that as the Voice of
Business, the Greater Fort
Erie Chamber of Commerce
is here to help. Aside from
offering information and net-
working opportunities, we
are a place to turn when
business owners are faced
with unanswered questions
or circumstances that ham-
per their progress. We will
give due diligence to assist
when we can or offer re-
sources or contacts to help
placate situations. As busi-

I ness owners and managers

ourselves, the volunteer
board of the Chamber under-
stands that we are on the
verge of a new economy. As
we emerge from these vola-
tile times, we know that pre-
viously #dAtried

Kimberly Zanko,

P. Mines

Customs Services

ods of conducting business
will likely not be enough to
gain the competitive edge.
We are excited to present
our membership the unique
opportunity to be a part of
our AiBranding
symposium on October 7. A
full day seminar to teach
about business and product
perception, understanding
and effectively communicat-
ing your brand, and how to
differentiate yourself, it is
guaranteed to be a mix of
entertainment, knowledge,
creativity, insight, and inspi-
ration. More details to come!
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