
Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce  

Chambers Meet to Discuss Joint Regional Lobbying Initiative 

In historic Port Dalhousie 
Yacht Club in St. Catharines, 
chamber executives and 
board representatives from 
across Niagara met to dis-
cuss ways in which Niagaraôs 
chambers can work together 
to represent business at the 
regional level. 

ñWe are the voice of busi-
nesses,ò stated John Krall, 
President for the Welland/
Pelham Chamber of Com-
merce, and host of the initial 
meeting.  ñAs chambers we 
represent the interests of 

business, and as a collective 
of chambers, we need to be 
active at the regional level to 
ensure our members are 
properly represented.ò 

The regional chambers which 
included Greater Fort Erie, 
Grimsby, Lincoln, Niagara-on
-the-Lake, Niagara Falls, Port 
Colborne/Wainfleet, St. Ca-
tharines/Thorold, and Wel-
land/Pelham, have worked 
on common issues in the 
past, but there hasnôt been a 
process in place to facilitate 
and develop regional-based 
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Are You Ready to Cross the Border?  

As of June 1, 2009, if you 

travel to the United States by 

land or water, you must pre-

sent one of the following 

valid documents as part of 

the U.S Western Hemi-

sphere Travel Initiative 

(WHTI) requirements:  a 

valid passport; a NEXUS 

Card; a Free and Secure 

Trade (FAST) card; or an 

enhanced driverôs licence/

enhanced identification card. 

Only proof of Canadian citi-

zenship, such as an original 

or photocopy of a birth cer-

tificate or citizenship is re-

quired for children aged 15 

and under or citizens aged 

18 and under who are travel-

ling with a school or other 

organized group, under adult 

supervision with parental/

guardian consent. 

Canadian citizens flying to, 

through, or from the U.S 

must still present a valid 

passport. This requirement 

applies to all travelers, re-

gardless of age. 

For more information on U.S 

entry requirements for Cana-

d i a n  c i t i z e n s : 

www.cbsa.gc.ca 
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Operations Manager 

policies. Discussions fo-
cused on creating a 
stronger communication 
process between cham-
bers and the formation of a 
regional advocacy commit-
tee that would meet quar-
terly to review and provide 
input into development of 
regional policy. As well, a 
region-wide chambers of 
commerce event is in the 
process of development. 

ñSpeaking with one voice 
at the regional level on 
regionally-based issues will 
carry a lot of weight,ò 
stated Kim Zanko, Presi-
dent of the Greater Fort 
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BRIDGEBURG CAR SHOW DRAWS HUGE CROWDS  

The 1st Annual Bridgeburg Car & Bike Show held Sunday, May 31 

was deemed a success! About 1,000 people enjoyed the 200 cars 

and 100 motorcycles on display, live music, displays and great food. 

Organizer Dan Harkins said the event brought in three truckloads of 

food to COPE and that plans are already underway for next year! 

Erie Chamber of Com-
merce. ñThere are a num-
ber of issues that impact 
chamber members across 
the region, and we are 
looking forward to ad-
dressing these issues with 
regional government as a 
strong collective. With 
more than 3,000 busi-
nesses as part of the 
chamber network in Niag-
ara, itôs a powerful group 
that needs to be repre-
sented effectively.ò 

The next meeting, slated 
for September, is to be 
hosted by the Fort Erie 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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Co-operation.  

Participation.  

Involvement.  

Fresh from an inaugural Regional 

Chamber of Commerce meeting 

(from Fort Erie to Grimsby) where 

Chamber executives met to discuss 

best procedures for the collective 

good of our memberships, it oc-

curred to me how powerful the im-

pact of co-operation, participation, 

and involvement towards progressive 

change. 

In this same vein, and as a matter of 

civic pride and responsibility, I call 

upon us all to come together and 

support the efforts and initiatives 

which help make our town and busi-

nesses prosper. 

The Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 

Commerce, as the Voice of Small 

Business  is concerned with promot-

ing, growing, and advocating for our 

local membership. As a volunteer 

board of directors we are committed 

to guide, educate, support, and net-

work  with our members to help over-

come obstacles and achieve suc-

cess. 

Collectively the businesses, organi-

zations, individuals, and families 

from the communities of Stevens-

ville, Ridgeway, Crystal Beach, 

Bridgeburg, and Fort Erie  call The 

Town of Fort Erie home.  Seeped in 

history, boasting  world class 

beaches, recreational trails, exciting 

attractions, a diversified economy, 

and energetic talent pool of resi-

dents, Greater Fort Erie has much to 

offer.  

As concerned citizens, shop owners, 

volunteers, and individuals, we must 

foster an attitude of cooperation to 

best serve the needs of the entire 

community. While itôs easy to stay on 

the sidelines behooving that which 

we donôt have, it is much more pro-

ductive and economically beneficial 

to become ambassadors of the com-

munity by spreading ñhometown 

prideò amongst ourselves,  our 

neighbours, friends, and potential 

visitors. Public information sessions 

held on various issues which help 

A Message from the Chamber President  
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Kimberly Zanko,  
P. Mines 

 Customs Services 

shape the future of 

our town, letters to 

the editors, and 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

amongst Chamber 

members are excel-

lent forums to offer 

suggestions and 

concerns. From 

Stevensville Spring-

fest, Bridgeburg Chautauqua, Loch 

Sloy Highland Games, Crystal 

Beach Art Show, Fort Erie Friend-

ship Festival, Seige at Old Fort Erie, 

and Ridgeway Summer Festival, to 

fundraising golf tournaments, pasta 

dinners, open houses, and sporting 

events, there is no shortage of 

events in our very own backyard. 

Itôs imperative that we work together 

as a collective voice to promote our 

local businesses and tourism base.  

As Benjamin Franklin once said:  

It all simply begins with co-

operation, participation, and involve-

ment. 

NOTICE:  
Delivery of the Greater Fort Erie 
Chamber of Commerceôs 

 

 ANNUAL  
MEMBERSHIP  
DIRECTORY  

is expected mid to late June.  
 

Watch for your copy! 

ñWe must indeed  

all hang together  

or, most assuredly,  

we shall all hang separatelyò. 
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COMMUNITY RALLIES FOR  ITALY EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUNDRAISER  

The Greater Fort Erie community again showed its big heart through its support of the 

Italo Canadian Clubôs fundraising dinner held May 22. The one-night event raised 

$6,400. The regional Italian community has raised more than $80,000 to send to the 

victims of the April earthquake which killed over 300 people and displaced more than 

50,000  from their homes. Pictured are club members along with local dignitaries who 

were instrumental in making the evening a delicious and financial success. 
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 In Our Own Backyard: Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 230  
The Royal Canadian 

Legion, a community 

service organization, 

was formed in 1926 

and currently has 

more than 500,000 

members and 1,500 

branches in Canada, 

United States, and 

Europe. 

It is the largest ser-

vice organization in 

this province with 

370,000 members, 

400 branches, and 

297 Ladies Auxilia-

ries. 

Membership was 

originally restricted 

to those who had 

served in Canadaôs 

Armed Forces and 

Merchant Navy. It 

was incorporated to 

present a strong 

voice for veterans. 

membership is less 

than $50 and pro-

vides you with an 

opportunity to help 

the community. In 

addition, the Legion 

card grants you ac-

cess to any Legion 

across the continent. 

The Legion is a non-

profit organization 

that supports itself 

through dues and 

events such as mu-

sic nights, dances, 

fish fryôs, and hall 

rental. Poppy funds 

are put in trust and 

not used for operat-

ing expenses. These 

monies assist needy 

veterans and their 

dependants.  

Local branches con-

duct a wealth of ac-

tivities open to the 

public. As a member 

you are entitled to 

participate in a vari-

ety of competitive 

events ranging from 

cards, darts, horse-

shoes, golf, curling, 

etc., that lead to pro-

vincial and dominion 

champions. 

While continuing to 

advocate for those 

who served, the Le-

gion has gradually 

evolved into a true 

community service 

organization with a 

m u c h  b r o a d e r 

agenda. However, 

as the years take 

their toll of past vet-

erans, new mem-

bers are needed to 

continue providing 

current services. 

Today anyone may 

join the Royal Cana-

dian Legion. Annual 

COMING EVENTS  

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 230 

Sunday June 7 - Fun Day - from 1 - 7 PM at RCL 
Branch 230 Ridgeway -- Pig Roast, Horseshoes, Live 
Band all for only $5.00 open to everyone. 
 

 Sunday July 12 - Wrap up Ridgefest with a Barbeque 
at RCL Branch 230 Ridgeway -- Barbeque & Music by 
"Bad News Bears & Horns from Hell" from 4 - 8 PM  

228 Southmill Street 

Ridgeway 

(905) 894-5927 

Email: canleg230@cogeco.net            Website: www.legionbranch230.com  

Your Chamber was there! 

mailto:canleg230@cogeco.net


You could win one of several prize 
packages donated by local busi-
nesses simply by participating in a 
short survey ! 
The Business Development Centre 
of Greater Fort Erie is launching a 
Market Information Guide to assist 
small business in the Greater Fort 
Erie area. 
The BDC's Market Information Guide 
is an up-to-date overview of the eco-
nomic climate of the Greater Fort 
Erie area for both new and existing 
small businesses. 
You can complete the survey online: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?s
m=QdELourZ8e4avwefFNGxvg_3d_3d 
OR you can get a survey form to fill 
out by contacting the BDC at 45 Jar-
vis Street, Fort Erie (905) 871-7331 
Email: fterebdc@niagara.com 

Help Fort Erie Growé 
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CROWDS PLENTIFUL AT OPENING DAY  

The day was sunny and bright as sports enthusiasts gathered at Fort Erie Race-

track on May 2 to enjoy the first meet of the season! Catch the live thoroughbred 

racing action Sundays through Tuesdays until October 27th. 

Your Chamber was there! 

Dave Beifuss, Agent  

660 Garrison Road 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 6E2 

Bus: 905-991-8885 

www.davebeifuss.ca 


