
crowd of about 

4,000  gathered at  

the Ontario Legis-

lative Building to 

demonstrate their 

dissatisfaction with 

the proposed 

changes in health 

care  services.  
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The residents of Greater Fort 

Erie were well-represented 

on Wednesday, April 29 as 

15 motor coach buses rolled 

into Queenôs Park with more 

than 700 citizens  onboard  

to join forces with other  On-

tario communities protesting  

provincial funding cuts made 

to small-town and rural hos-

pitals.  Organizers estimate a 
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NEW 2009-2010 CHAMBER BOARD ELECTED AT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Pictured left to right: Kim Zanko, President; Frank Demizio, Director; Neil Thornton, Director; Wendy Wilkie, Director; 

Stephen Passero, Director; Barb Scarlett, Director; Joe Barker, Director; Denise Faraday, Director; Scott Caldwell, Direc-

tor; Elisabeth Biers, Director;  Frank Dedonato, Treasurer; Gina Ramkissoon, Vice President. Absent from photo are 

Directors Courtney Bonito and Marina Butler. 

Your Chamber was there! 

Photo by Karen Audet 
COMMUNITIES COVERGE IN TORONTO 

Nearly 4,000 protestors descended on 
Queenôs Park April 29 to voice concerns 
about provincial health cuts. 

Newsletter by Karen Audet 
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It  Wa snôt  A ll Business at  A GM 

éòthe world has 

changed so if we do 

not bend with it, 

adapt to it, we will 

not survive 

in it.ò 

Gerry. D. Visca  

Kimberly Zanko,  

P. Mines Customs Services 

C h a m b e r  N e w s  

As the old saying goes: 

ñchange is as good as a restò. 

In these turbulent economic 

times, it would be prudent for 

the business community to 

adopt and apply  this adage 

toward their own business 

expectations.  

Surviving economic downturns 

is about finding a balance be-

tween past successes and 

future trends. Itôs about exam-

ining, adapting, and challeng-

ing ourselves to think outside 

of the box and to find new and 

dynamic ways to combat the 

economic backlash.  

At our Annual General Meet-

ing, guest speaker Gerry 

Visca, of Redchair Branding, 

barely scratched the surface of 

his highly publicized  and high 

energy ñboot campsò, but cer-

tainly drove home the point 

that for businesses to suc-

ceed, they must be creative, 

stand out, differentiate, de-

velop a personal brand, build 

momentum, and focus on per-

sonal passions and specific 

business purposes. 

The Chamber, as the ñVoice of 

Businessò is here to listen and 

collaborate with our local busi-

ness owners. Our strength 

is in our membership and 

we must work together to 

build upon a foundation of 

open communication, trust, 

innovation, and strategic 

foresight to push forward to 

combat the challenges 

ahead. 

The Chamber is dedicated 

to building stronger busi-

nesses. To this end we are 

thrilled to bring Gerry Visca 

back to Fort Erie to person-

ally work with attendees at a 

high-energy full-day Brand-

ing Boot Camp symposium 

on Wednesday, October 7. 

Be sure to watch for more 

details about this and other 

Chamber opportunities de-

signed to help your business! 

The Greater Fort Erie Cham-

ber of Commerceôs Annual 

General Meeting, held Thurs-

day, April 16 at the Buffalo 

Canoe Club, was a successful 

evening of networking, fine 

dining, inspiration, economic 

news, informative member 

table top displays, prize draws, 

and business details.  

With well over 160 people wit-

nessing the induction of the 

2009-2010 Board of Direc-

tors, the crowd was informed 

about the current economic 

state and learned about 

unlocking business potential 

by respective guest speakers 

Robin Eaglesham, of  Merid-

ian Credit Union, and Gerry 

Visca, of  Redchair Branding.   

Check out what Gerry had to 

say about his Fort Erie visit 

on his personnel blog at: 

www.gerryvisca.blogspot.com 

More photos on Page 6!  
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DID YOU KNOW that South Niag-

ara Life Centre, 143 Gilmore Road, Fort 

Erie offers free and confidential pro-

grams, services, and ongoing counsel 

to members of our community in crisis? 

Last year more than 350 residents 

(from ages four to 72)  used the ser-

vices of this non-profit organization as a 

means of coping with circumstances 

that felt beyond their control. As a non-

denominational, non-judgmental coun-

seling ministry, SNLC is committed to 

providing help for the physical, social 

and mental well-being of those in crisis. 

Qualified staff and caseworkers, many 

who volunteer their services, are avail-

able to offer practical and material as-

sistance through a myriad of initiatives 

from marriage, relationships counsel, 

anger management, and unplanned 

Need Help? Addictions? Self Abuse? Family Relationships? 

Not doing well? Anger? Conflicts? Parenting? Marriage? 

Suffering? Suicidal Thoughts? Post Abortion? Grief? 

Pregnant? Need facts? Options? Support? Pregnancy Test? 

FREE & CONFIDENTIAL HELP AVAILABLE.  
Call or drop by to see how you could benefit from support and counsel. 

South Niagara Life Centre Ministries  

(905) 871-0236 143 Gilmore Road   

MonðFri 9 am to 5pm 

pregnancies, to name a few of 

the 29 categories offer at SNLC. . 

Help is available by contact 905-

871-0236. 

If you would like more informa-

tion,  want to tour of the facility to 

see first-hand whatôs available in 

your own backyard, or contribute 

as a volunteer, financially, or by 

offering in-kind gifts, please con-

tact South Niagara Life Centre 

Ministries today. 

www.snlmcounsel.ca     
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COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM ON DISPLAY  

Carole Boucock and Nina Arbour were on hand at the Volun-

teer Fair to promote Communities in Bloom initiatives. 
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BRIDGES COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE  

Rhonda Barron, Health Promoter, discussed the services 

available to the community through Bridges Health Centre. 

Your Chamber was there! 

The Fort Erie Leisureplex was a show-

case of community services and volun-

teerism as more than 40 local agen-

cies set up information booths at the 

Town of Fort Erieôs  4th Annual Volun-

teer Fair on Tuesday, April 21. 

More than 300 members of the public 

showed their interest and support for 

organizations at the free event, as they 

perused the static and interactive dis-

plays, and spoke with representatives 

from a cross section of sectors including 

mental health, crisis counseling, edu-

cation, history, service clubs and spe-

cial interest organizations, substance 

abuse, social welfare, anti-crime, hous-

ing, refugees, spiritual, and health and 

wellness societies and foundations. 


