
The future of the automobile in-

dustry in Canada was the topic of 

discussion as Toyota Canadaôs 

president and CEO, Yoichi Tomi-

hara,  took centre stage at a 

luncheon hosted by the St. Ca-

tharines-Thorold Chamber of 

Commerce at Club Roma on 

October 29. 

Speaking to a live audience of 

100, with another 66 individu-

als participating via online 

technology, Tomihara said he 

believes the future of industry 

is here in Canada where such 

a large and diverse market 

forces Toyota to adapt quickly 

to consumer demands.  Point-

ing to their record on delivering 

performance, convenience, 

safety, and lower emissions, at 

an economical price, Tomihara 

is enthusiastic of the shape of 

things to come. He confirmed  

Toyotaôs newest brand, Scion, 

will rollout next September and 

expects to re-enter the battery 

electric vehicle market by 2012. 

Toyota Canadaôs current plants 

are located in Woodstock and 

Cambridge. Tomihara says its 

still ñ too earlyò to commit to any 

future investments in Niagara. 
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In its mission to provide business opportunities, 

education, promotion, and networking to its  

membership, The Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 

Commerce has no shortage of interesting and 

fun events to attend this month. 

 

LUNCH & LEARN SEMINAR:  

On Monday, November 16 join Niagara Regional 

Police Constable Christine Derkson as the 

Chamber presents the next in a series of Lunch 

and Seminars: ñStreet Proofing Your Businessò. 

 Learn how to protect your property from theft, 

vandalism, break-ins and shoplifting with many 

easy to implement protection strategies as  

Constable Derkson speaks to crime prevention 

through environmental design. 

Cost is $20 for Chamber members and $25 for 

non-members. The event will be held at the 

 Holiday Inn Fort Erie from Noon to 1:30.  

 

GALA AUCTION:  

In previous years the Chamberôs Gala Auction 

has been a sold event, so donôt be  

disappointedé.reserve your $20 ticket today!

With a live and silent auction component there 

are plenty of items up for bid, along with a great 

dinner, cash bar, and fun evening out!  

Proceeds help to benefit our Bursary Fund. 

Friday, Nov. 20 at Holiday Inn Fort Erie. 

 

BUSINESS AFTER FIVE:  

Members are invited to attend the November 26 

BA5 from 5-7 pm at Coffee Culture Café &  

Eatery, 26 Jarvis Street. This free event is a 

great opportunity to network, promote your busi-

ness, and enjoy refreshments and door prizes. 

Chamber Offers Outstanding 

Line Up of November Events  

Your Chamber 
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Your Chamber 

was there! 
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TIM HUDAK ADDRESSES NIAGARA FALLS LUNCHEON CROWD  

Leader of the Official Opposition, Tim Hudak, was the speaker at a Niag-

ara Falls Chamber of Commerce  luncheon event held on Friday, Oct. 30  

at Club Italia, where more than 100 people gathered to hear his views 

from Queenôs Park on government spending, jobs, and the economy. 

Toyota Canada President and CEO Yoichi 

Tomihara & Chamber President Kim Zanko 



     Recent personal events 

concerning the health of a 

family member and then the 

unexpected death of a young, 

well-known business leader 

have given me pause to re-

flect about how fragile life is, 

about how we tend to take 

things for granted, about how 

trivial our day-to-day tribula-

tions really are, and about the 

hand fate plays as our lives 

unfold.                                                                                        

     Business people who jug-

gle double-duty as parents, 

volunteers, and civil advo-

cates face many of the same 

pressures, time restraints, ob-

stacles, and uncertainty of 

those who suffering personal 

crisis. Situations can seem 

dauntingly overwhelming. But 

the fate of your business rests 

squarely in your handsð it 

isnôt fate that determines your 

success, it is your level of 

commitment, courage, and 

flexibility that makes the differ-

ence. Harness the full potential 

of your life and your business 

by embracing change and im-

plementing new methodologies 

to increase customer service 

Restaurant on Oct. 21. Guest 

speaker and owner of Erie Personnel 

Corporation, Marina Butler gave an 

insightful and inspiration retrospective 

on the challenges and successes she 

has faced as a woman in business. 

BTAôs Executive Director presented 

an informative talk about current bor-

der challenges, the impact to the tour-

ism industry, and the BTAôs involve-

ment in proposing remedial solutions. 

The next Women In Tourism session 

will be Nov. 18 from 5:30-8 at the 

Darwin Martin House, Buffalo. Call1-

888-849-5834 for information. 

Business, Women, and Tourism Topics of Discussion of BTAôs Gathering 

In an ongoing series of discussions, 

the Binational Tourism Alliance  held 

an October session at Happy Jackôs 
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P. Mines Customs 
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BINATATIONAL TOURIST ALLIANCE HOSTS INFORMATIVE SESSION  

Marina Butler, owner of Erie Personnel Corporation and a Director of the 

Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce was guest speaker at the BTAôs 

ñWomen In Tourismò session held October 21 at Happy Jackôs Restaurant.  

Your Chamber 

was there! 

levels, improve supply man-

agement chain relationships, 

and create innovative market-

ing strategies to overcome bar-

riers of a slow economy and 

stiff competition.  

     Your Chamber is a vehicle 

to help along the way, Share 

with us your successes and 

concerns. Participate in BA5 

networking events. Attend in-

formation seminars. Make use 

of various advertising and pro-

motional opportunities. We are 

the voice of business and we 

want to help you be heard!  


