
tivational speaker Zig Zigler, sales 

& marketing expert Tamara Lowe, 

inspirational speaker Dr. Robert 

Schuller, goal achievement expert 

Krish Dhanam, and financial expert 

Phil Town to name a few. Drawing 

on personal experiences, the ce-

lebrity line up offered personal suc-

cess stories, motivational tips and 

key learnings. The audience 

walked away with sage advice and 

examples of life experiences that 

can help improve communication 

techniques, team building, cus-

tomer service, and management 

skills, make informed financial de-

cisions, and tap into their full po-

tential to achieve goals, increase 

sales and productivity, and be-

come a better  partner, person or 

leader. 

Thousands Inspired at ñGET MOTIVATEDò Seminar 

Financing Help for Small Businesses 
The Canada Small business 

Financing Program helps  

small businesses access 

10,000 loans worth more than 

$1 billion each year. By mak-

ing it easier for small busi-

nesses to get loans from fi-

nancial institutions by sharing 

the risk with lenders, the pro-

gram addresses the unique 

challenges that many small 

business owners face. Itôs 

main objectives are to help 

new businesses get started, 

established firms make im-

provements; to improve ac-

cess to loans that wouldnôt 

otherwise be available to 

small businesses; and to 

stimulate economic growth 

and create jobs for Canadi-

ans.  

Up to a maximum of $500,000 

for any one business is avail-

able towards purchasing 

leasehold improvements or 

improved leased property and 

purchasing new or used 

equipment. Businesses that 

are eligible must be operating 

for profit in Canada with gross 

annual revenues of $5 million 

or less. Not eligible are farm-

ing businesses, not-for-profit, 

charitable or religious organi-

zations. 

For more information call 1-

866-959-1699 toll free, visit 

www.ic.gc.a/csbfa or e-mail 

CSBFA-LFPEC@ic.gc.ca. 

The GreaterFort Erie Chamber of Commerce 

September 4, 2009 

Chamber News 

Inside this issue: 

Presidentôs Message 2 

Bursary Awards 3 

Membership Page 5 

Business After Five 6 

Member Events 7 

Chamber Golf Pics 8 

Branding Boot Camp 12 

Prepared by: 

Karen J. Audet 

Operations Manager 

A capacity crowd of nearly 20,000 

people gathered under the roof at 

the HSBC Arena in Buffalo on 

Tuesday, August 17 to hear a star-

studded lineup of guest speakers 

share secrets of success and moti-

vation. 

About 70 members of the Greater 

Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce 

attended the day-long Get Moti-

vated! Seminar where they were 

treated to a dynamic production 

complete with pyrotechnic sprays,  

live music, extravagant door 

prizes, and parade of brilliant 

speakers including NFL Hall of 

Fame quarterback Joe Montana, 

billionaire and publisher Steve 

Forbes, former NYC Mayor Rudy 

Giuliani, General Colin Powell, mo- RUDY GIULANIA ARRIVES ON STAGE  

Your Chamber 

was there! 
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A few weeks ago at the 

Greater Fort Erie Chamber 

of Commerceôs 2009 bur-

sary award brunch, I felt 

privileged to share the 

cusp of a new journey with 

our bursary recipients.  

Among the talent pool 

were a future lawyer, ac-

tress, orthopedic surgeon, 

ER nurse, special needs 

counselor, French teacher, 

and political science major.  

As future business people 

and entrepreneurs, they 

will stand apart from main-

stream graduates in part 

because of their academic 

records, but more impor-

tantly, because they have 

identified their passion and 

have set in motion a stra-

tegic plan to propel them 

to success. They are 

armed with enthusiasm, 

determination, optimism, 

and commitment to  over-

come any and all obsta-

cles that stand in the way 

of achieving their goals. 

A few days later I attended 

the highly acclaimed ñGet 

Motivated! Seminarò with 

fellow Chamber members. 

It reminded me how mired 

down we get with worry 

and fear which keep us 

far from our true aspira-

tions.   After a day of lis-

tening to a celebrity line 

up of inspirational speak-

ers, I felt empowered, 

enlightened, and re-

focused. I realize that 

sustaining that focus in 

the midst of juggling busi-

ness, family, and social 

engagements will take a 

concerted effort of setting 

priorit ies, embracing 

change, thinking outside 

the box, remaining opti-

mistic, and taking advan-

tage of opportunities to 

learn and grow.    

To that end, I encourage 

our membership to con-

sider attending our edu-

cational and motivational 

ñBranding Boot Campò 

which is guaranteed to 

ignite your creativity and 

transform your marketing 

mission. Join Canadaôs 

ñCreativeò Coach, Gerry 

Visca, as he focuses on 

the power of branding, 

innovation, leadership, 

sales and marketing, and 

Web 2.0  on Wednesday, 

October 7, 2009, at an 

exclusive engagement at 

the Fort Erie Leisureplex. 

This full-day symposium (8 

am to 3:30 pm) includes a 

catered lunch and refresh-

ments. Tickets are by re-

served seating for $95 and 

are available by calling 

Karen at the Chamber at 

905-871-3803. 

A final note, I can hardly 

believe that it is a year 

since Karen Audet was 

hired on as the Chamberôs 

Operations Manager. She 

immediately became a true 

fit with this position and it 

feels like she has been a 

mainstay for many years. I 

just canôt imagine the 

C h a m b e r  w i t h o u t 

her.  Karen has proven to 

be a tremendous asset to 

our organization, exceeding 

our expectations, and bene-

fiting the operation, the 

members, and the Town.  

Please always feel free to 

contact our office with ques-

tions or concerns. Karen 

will be delighted to assist 

you personally or direct 

your call accordingly.  

To Karen, Thank youé. 

Words cannot even begin to 

describe how you have 

touch my life, and the lives 

of our members.  

Kimberly Zanko,  

P. Mines 
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A Message from the  

Operations Manager 

     Itôs official...a  year has come and gone since the 

Board of Directors hired me as the Chamberôs Op-

erations Manager last September.  I have to admit there was a big 

navigational learning curve, but thanks to a supportive Board and a 

cheerful membership, the past 365 days have whizzed by in a flurry 

of activities, events, newsletters, e-blasts, rallies, BA5ôs and mem-

bership drives! 

     I feel lucky to have found a job that combines my educational 

background, previous work experience, personality traits, and crea-

tive talents. Monday mornings are a fresh page to a new week 

where I know the workload will be hectic, challenging, and unusually 

rewarding.  I feel truly blessed to work within this community and for 

top-notch, genuine and intelligent business owners.  I look forward 

to open communications with our membership and serving the 

needs of the business community to my best 

ability in the months and years ahead! Karen 


