
The Rising Cost of Group Employee Benefits 
In this day of higher costs 
many innovative approaches 
are being taken by group 
insurance  carriers and bro-
ker/agents alike in an effort to 
assist clients keep their pre-
miums under control.  

Some companies change 
carriers routinely to get lower 
premiums however, this is 
usually only  a temporary 
solution. Others cut out bene-
fits or implement caps on 
certain coverages. Although 
all of these are cost reducing 
solutions, the Chamber of 

Commerce Group Insurance 
Plan has successfully offered 
a different solution for over 38 
years.         

 Although each company can 
design their own plant to their 
own needs, the claims are 
fully pooled (including health, 
drugs and dental), in order to 
protect an individual business 
from experiencing substantial 
rate increases just because 
one or two employees or de-
pendents of employees had 
higher than average claims.  

The Chamber of Commerce 

Group Insurance Plan  has 
an outstanding record for 
delivering long term stable 
rates along with excellent 
service. They routinely proc-
ess claims in 24-48 hours of 
being received. 

For more information about 
the Chamber of Commerce 
Group Insurance Plan  or 
any of our other preferred 
programs, contact our insur-
ance expert with more than 
30 years experience: Dan 
Kendrick, Insurance Plus,

(905)934-8996. 
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ALL CANDIDATES NIGHT 
Canadians will be going to the polls 
on Tuesday, October 14 to cast 
their votes in the Federal election.   
 
Be in the know about the issues 
and your local government repre-
sentatives by attending the upcom-
ing All Candidates Night. Watch for 
details to be announced from the 
Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Com-
merce office very soon! 
 

GALA AUCTION- November 21 
Mark the date in your calendar as 
the 3rd Annual  Gala Auction Bur-
sary Fundraiser is set to run on 
Friday, Nov. 21 at the Holiday Inn, 
Fort Erie. 
 
Please contact the Chamber to 
reserve your tickets or to offer an 
auction item donation. Call (905) 
871-3803 for more details. 

The August event drew large crowds to Legends on Niag-
ara Golf Course where sports enthusiasts hit the greens! 
A special thank you to all sponsors and volunteers who 
contributed funding, time, prizes, and assistance! Turn to 
page 4 for even more event photos!  

Photo by Sheri Armstrong 

There were no holes in one at the Greater Fort Erie 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Tournament but there 
was a lot of fun and exercise by all who participated. 

Legends on Niagara 

Fun at Annual Golf Tournament  

Keeping You in the 

Loop 



As the president of The 
Greater Fort Erie Cham-
ber of Commerce I 
feel privileged to have this 
opportunity to be involved 
with a unique and won-
derful association whose 
mission it is to develop 
local business and build a 
prosperous commu-
nity.  Through the involve-
ment and vision of our 
membership and Cham-
ber representatives we 
are able to carry out our 
mission, implement plans, 
and define a future that 
leads us toward improv-
ing the community in 
which we live and conduct 
business. 
 
Currently we boast more 
than 350 members and it 
is this strength in num-
bers that lends credibil-
ity to our position as we 
collaborate with member 
businesses, community 
partners, the media, and 
government policymak-
e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
your  interests and con-
cerns. Our volunteer 
board of directors dedi-
cate themselves to inves-
tigating all issues that 
may impact Greater Fort 

Erie business inter-
ests and takes serious its 
role to act as your  voice.  
With an eye on the up-
coming federal election, 
we are in the throes of 
coordinating an All Can-
didates Night with details 

to be forthcoming shortly. 
 
Be sure to participate in 
our 3rd annual GALA 
AUCTION on Friday, No-
vember 21 at the Holiday 
Inn, Fort Erie. As the 
Chamberôs main fundrais-
ing effort towards our Stu-
dent Bursary Program, 
your participation is criti-
cal. Donation items from 
your business or business 
contacts will be gratefully 
accepted.  
 
Mark  down December 
4th in your calendar as 
the night to enjoy the 
Membership Apprecia-
tion and Business 
Achievement Awards 

held this year at Ridge-
way's Restaurant. 
 
Other interactive member-
ship opportunities include 
our ever-popular Busi-
ness After Five pro-
gram which incorporates 

an evening of fun net-
working at different host 
businesses, or a noon-
hour information session 
at our Lunch and Learn 
programs which presents 
interesting speakers on a 
variety of topics. We are 
also proud to report that 
our Bursary program pro-
vided four scholastic 
achievers with financial 
assistance toward post-
secondary education. We 
will be extending an invi-
tation to our membership 
to participate in next 
year's exceptional event-- 
after all, our students will 
be the next voice of busi-
ness in upcoming genera-
tions. 
 
I would also like to take 
this opportunity to say 
goodbye and offer a 
heartfelt thank you to 
Shari Belme who has left 
the Chamber to pursue 
other personal business 
interests. Replacing her in 
the role of Operations 
Manager is Karen Audet 
who brings a wealth of 
related experience to this 
position. Welcome to the 
team Karen!  
 

A Message from the Chamber of Commerce President 
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Kimberly Walpole Zanko  

The dedication of our di-
rectors, members, and 
volunteers shows itself in 
the substantial growth in 
the business sector and 
membership base.  The 
many events hosted by 
the Chamber would not 
be possible without these 
wonderful people.  Also, 
special thanks to our 
many sponsors who are 
integral to the success we 
have achieved. Collec-
tively, our board brings 
individual strengths and 
leadership skills that are 
vital to serving your busi-
ness needs.  I am thrilled, 
excited, and committed to 
work with of you to bring 
a greater vitality to the 
Chamber, its members, 
and our community.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Kimberly Walpole Zanko  



GOODBYE!  

It was one of the most difficult decisions Iôve ever madeé 
 
After an action packed two and a half years I must say good-bye as Opera-
tions Manager for the Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce.  I am on to 
the next adventure for which I plan to incorporate plenty of chamber func-
tions! 
 
When I was informed that Karen Audet would be my predecessor, I knew all 
would be well with the chamber.   Karen will bring with her a high level of organization, strong sales skills 
and great sense of humour, just to name a few characteristics.  Please make her feel welcome by letting 
her know what your business needs are to continue its success. 
 
During my tenure at the chamber I learned that partnerships strengthen a business community, networking 
is one of the best forms of advertising, and a positive attitude leads to success.  These lessons learned 
were through observations of all of you and I thank you for the education. 
 
I wish all of you the very best in business and know that no matter what obstacles you face, you will rise to 
the occasion and maintain a consistent high level of business expertise in our town of Fort Erie. 

Shari Belme 
 

A Fond Farewell From Shari  

New Operations Manager Appointed to Chamber 

friendly "go-to" contact 
who is eager to merge her 
enthusiasm with her skills 
in journalism, sales, mar-
keting, and communica-
tions. I'm confident I will 
forge many new partner-
ships and friendships as 
we continue to sustain, 
benefit, and network 
with the local businesses 
who support the Chamber 
of Commerce and all it's 

efforts.  

Part of my mission will 
also include making per-
sonal contact with entre-
preneurs and industries in 
Fort Erie who aren't 
aware of all the benefits 
of Chamber membership 
and the full roster of ac-

tivities offered. 

 Fort Erie born and bred, 
I've met and dealt with 
many business owners 
over the years and I look 
forward to seeing a lot of 
familiar faces while mak-
ing new acquaintances 
along the way.   
 
I am eager to face the 
challenges and opportuni-
ties ahead of us and invite 
you to stop by to say 
hello, provide sugges-
tions, offer a membership 
referral, or simply inquire 
about the many events 
planned in the months 
ahead! I feel privileged to 
be a part of a common 
vision where together we 
will build bridges toward 
business success! 

HELLO!  

I'm excited to be taking 
over the helm as the 
Greater Fort Erie Cham-
ber of Commerce Opera-
tions Manager and 
am hopeful the change in 
management will be a 
seamless transition --
although I'm certainly 
aware that I have some 
very big shoes to fill with 

Shari's departure. 

  

We have a lot to be proud 
of in our community and 
I'm thrilled for the oppor-
tunity to serve and pro-
mote our local Chamber 
members. You will find 
me an approachable, ef-
fective, helpful, and 
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ò...together  

we will build 

bridges toward 

business 

success!ó 



EB Marketing 
EPR Certified General Accountants 

Fort Erie Golf Club 
Frontier Distributing 

International Country Club of Niagara 
Last Mile Wireless Internet 
Legends on the Niagara 

M & M Meat Shops 

Niagara This Week/Fort Erie Post 
Nicholls Marine Ltd. 

Ogilvie Chiropractic Clinic 
OLG Fort Erie Slots 

P. Mines Customs Services 
Peninsula Plastics 
Plantation Irrigation 

Rio Vista Golf Club 
South Niagara Life Centre 

TD Canada Trust 
The Times 

Tournament Sponsors:  
Erie Personnel Corporation  

Meridian Credit Union  
  

Sponsors & Contributors: 
 

ACG Canada 
Alpha Marketing 

Billôs Toyota Sales 
Canadian Niagara Power Company 

Circle P. Paving 
Compu-Meds 

Crawford Smith & Swallow 
Dean Demizio Insurance 

Dynamic Image Photography 

Thank You For YOUR Support:  

Members Show their Technique at Legends on the Niagara   

PHOTOS BY: Sheri Armstrong  
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